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Elite's Evaluation of the Role of the Iragi Media In Confronting Sectarianism
Sazan Saman Abdulmajeed
Abdul Kareem Ali ALDebaisi

Abstract

The study aims to analyze how the Iragi elite evaluate the role of Iraqi media
in combating sectarianism. The researchers used the survey methodology by using
300 samples equally covering the three categories of Iraqi elite: political , academic
and media. The research reached the following conclusions: satellite channels
constitute a priority, when it comes to the elite’s source of information. Iraqi media
outlets cover issues that incite sectarian conflicts, whereas it gives less importance
to issues about combating or mitigating sectarianism. The media outlets played a
weak role in influencing public opinion about halting sectarian and ethnic conflicts.
They used sectarian instigating media discourse. The results of the research
indicate that the three categories of Iraqgi elite differed in their evaluation of the
usage of a sectarian discourse in the Iragi media. The politician category thinks
that the media outlet’s discourse is less sectarian in comparison to the views
expressed by the academic and media elite. The research, also presents same
important conclusions.

Key Words: The Elite, Iragi Media, Religious Sectarianism, Political Sectarianism.
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